THE   JACOBITE   RISING
as in gaining it, is for the utmost severity. It was lately
proposed in the city to present him with the freedom of some
company; one of the aldermen said aloud, 'Then let it be
the Butchers* . . . "
August 12. "Lord Cromartie is reprieved: the Prince
[of Wales] asked his life, and his wife made great intercession.
Duke Hamilton's intercession for Lord Kilmarnock has rather
hurried him to the block : he and Lord Balmerino are to die
next Monday. Lord Kilmarnock, with the greatest nobleness
of soul, desired to have Lord Cromartie preferred to himself
for pardon, if there could be but one saved; and Lord
Balmerino laments that himself and Lord Lovat were not
taken at the same time; * for then/ says he, (we might have
been sacrificed, and these other two brave men escaped/
Indeed Lord Cromartie does not much deserve the epithet;
for he wept whenever his execution was mentioned. Bal-
merino is jolly with his pretty Peggy. There is a remarkable
story of him at the battle of Dunblain, where the Duke of
Argyll, his colonel, answered for him, on his being suspected.
He behaved well; but as soon as we had gained the victory,
went off with his troop to the Pretender; protesting that he
had never feared death but that day, as he had been fighting
against his conscience. Popularity has changed sides since
the year 'i j, for now the City and the generality are very angry
that so many rebels have been pardoned."
(August 16. To George Montagu.) " I have been this
morning at the Tower, and passed under the new heads at
Temple Bar, where people make a trade of letting spying-
glasses at half-penny a look. Old Lovat arrived last night.
I saw Murray, Lord Derwentwater, Lord Traquair, Lord
Cromartie and his son, and the Lord Provost at their respective
windows. The other two wretched Lords are in dismal
towers, and they have stopped up one of old Balmerino's
windows because he talked to the populace; and now he
has only one, which looks directly upon all the scaffolding.